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Location 

Sullys  Hill  Kation.al  Game  Preserve  is  a  picturesque   forested 
tract  "bordering  on  Devils  Lake,    in  northeastern  jSiorth  Lskota,    1  mile 
northeast  of  the  Port   Tot  ten   Indian   School.      The   area  is   readily  ac- 
cessihle   to   tourists  "by  the  Burtness   Scenic  Highway;    hy   rail   over  the 
Great  Northern  and  Soo  linus   to    the   town  of  Devils  Lake   (15  miles  north 
of   the  preserve),    and  thence  "by   road;    hy   rail  over  the   Great  Morthcrn 
Railroad  to  Port  Totten  Station,    and  thence  hy  road. 

Estahlishment 

The   Sullys  Hill  area  was   set   a.side  originally  as  a  national  park 
"by  Presidential  proclamation  of  June  2,    1904 '( 33   Stat.   2368),   under  act 
of   Congress   approved  April  27,    1904  (33   Stat.    322).      It   was  made  a  hig- 
game  preserve  "by  act    of   Congress    of  June   30,    1914   (38    Stat.    433),    and 
was   jointly  administered  as   a  national  park   and  game  preserve  "by   the 
Departments   of  the    Interior  and  Agriculture.      By  Executive   order  of 
Decemcer  22,    1921,    it   was  made   a  refuge  for  "birds  also,    thus   affording 
protection  to   all  forms  of  "bird  and  mammal   life    v/ithin   the   area. 

By.  act    of   Congress   approved  March  3,    1931  (46   Stat.    1509),    the 
Sullys  Hill  area  was  definitely  eliminated  from   the   national-park   system 
and  turned  over   to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  administration  as 
a  game  preser^^-^e,    refuge,    and  "breeding  ground  for  wild   animals  and  "birds. 
At    that    time  the  preserve  was   enla.rged  to   include   214  acres   of  adjacent 
reliction  land  uncovered  "by  the    recession  of  Devils  Lake.      The   total 
area  of  the  preserve   is  now  994  acres.      Sullys  Hill,    the  high  point   of 
the  preserve  and  the   surrounding   region,    has   an  elevation  of   a"bout  400 
feet   a"bove   the  water  level   of  the   lake. 

Primary  Purpose  is  Education 

The  Bureau  of  Biological   Survey  adninisters    the    Sullys  Hill  National 
Game  Preserve  primarily  to  maintain  exhi"bition  "herds    of  big-game   animals 
where  they  can  "bo  viewed  "by  the  pu"blic  for  educational  purposes;    and  to 
furnish  recreational  facilities  for  tourists  and   residents   of  the   sur- 
rounding region;   "but  also   to  provide  a  refuge  for  migratory  and   resident 
"birds  and  other  wildlife. 


In  1916  a  700-acre   tract  was   enclosed  with  an  88-inch  heavy 
woven-wire,    Dig-game  fence,    and  within  this  area  small  herds   of 
h-affalo,    elk,    and  deer  are  maintained.      In  March  1317,    the  first 
elk  for  the  prosoi"'/e  v^sre   received  iroia  Yellowstone  National  ?:vife 
(3-ardiner,   Liont.),    and,    in  the    sanie  year,    the   original  herd  of  deer, 
4  in  niiniher,    was    ohtained  from   the  Agricultural  Sxperiiaent    Station 
at  Fargo,   N.   Dak.      The   original  herd  of  "bijffalo,    consisting  of  3 
animals,    was  presented  "by  the   City  Park  authorities   of  Portland, 
Orog, ,    and  arrived  in  Octooer  1918,     Daring  the  winter  it  is  nec- 
essary to  feed  the  gfame   animals  as  there  is  not   sufficient   range 
to  provide   all-the-year  forage.      Prom;  time   to    time  a  few  surplus 
animals  a,re  rem.oved  fron  the  preserve  to  prevent    over-grazing  and 
to  avoid  excessive  feeding  in  winter.     At  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1937,    the  "big-game   anim.als  at  Sullys  Hill  Preserve   consisted 
of  23  "buffalo,    30   elk,    and  11  white- tailed  deer.      Efforts  have  "been 
made  to  maintain  antelope   on  the  area,   "but    it   is  evidently  not 
adapted  for  those  animals.      In  1925,    3  antelope  were  placed  on 
the  presenre   and  "by  1930  their  num.hers  had  increased  to   20,    "out 
the  antelc^o   gradually   sickened  and  died  so    that   there  is  none 
now  on  the  area.  i 

A  few  Ca.nada  geese  "breed  in  semi- captivity  on   this  preserve, 
and  durir-g   the   spring  and  aut^amn  migration   seasons   their  num'bers  are 
augmented  "by  migrctnt  geese   and   other   species  of   waterfowl  that   stop 
to   rest.      Various    species   of  upland  game   and  insectivorous  "birds 
frequent   this   area. 

A  United  States  Game  fenagement  Agent   is   stationed  at    the 
preserve   to    care  for  the  "big-gamo   animals   and   other  wildlife   and   to 
conduct  visitors   to  various  points  of  interest.      The  preserve  is  open 
to  visitors   throughout  the  year,    and  although  camping  facilities 
have  not   "been  fully  developed,    a  tract  of   land   siirroundir^g   Sweetwater 
Lake,   within  the   area,    has  "been  fenced  off  for  use  as  picnic  grounds. 
There   shelters,    a  rest  house,    and  playgrounds  with  equipment   are 
availa'ble  to  visitors.      During  the  calendar  year  ended  Decem'ber  31, 
1935,   persons  visiting   the  preserve  for  picnic  purposes  and  to   see 
the  "big-game   animals   totaled  17,566. 

Resident  A.gent   in  charge,    vlesley  D.   Parker,    Port   Totten,    11.   Dak. 

Fdch  in  Historical   Interest 

The  region  ahout   S^allys  Hill   Game  Preserve   is  rich  in  histor- 
ical interest  and  even  prehistoric  associations.      During  the  early 
part   of  the  nineteenth  century  and  continuing   into    the   sixties,    it 
Was   the   ohjoctive   of  many  military  and  trading   expeditions.      General 
Alfred  S^ally,    for  whom  the. hill  was  named,    successfully  conducted  a 
campaign  against  hostile   Indians  in  the  region. 
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other  Areas  Maintained  Primarily  for  Big  G-ane 

Sullys  Hill   is   one  of    11  "big-gajne   ranges  or  preserves  maintained 
"by  the  Biological    Survey  primarily  for  iviorth  American  oig  ga;ie,    "but  whore 
"birds   also  are  protected.      On  the  areas  listed  herein,    as   on  Sallys  Hill 
Preserve,    all  rrild  animals   and  "birds  are  protected,    except  predators  and 
rodents  when  it  "becomes  necessary   to   control   their  injurious  activities. 
In  addition  to    Sullys  Hill,    these  areas  are  as  follows: 

Enclosed  with  Big-Game  Fences 

National  Bison  Earige,  Mont.,  the  principal  species  on  which  are 
huffalo,  elk,  "bighorns  (mountain  sheep),  mule  de^r  (  soiae times 
called  hlack-tailed  deer),    and  white-tailed  deer. 

Fort  Niohrara  C-arne  Preserve,   iNeor.  ,    on  which  are  maintained  "buffalo, 
elk,    white-tailed  deer,    and  mule   deer. 

TJichita  Mountains  TJildlife  Eei"uge,    Okla.      Buffalo,    elk,    and  white- 
tailed  deer  are  kept    on  this   refuge. 

Mot  Snclosed  with  Game  Fences 

Elk  Refuge,    T7yo. — a  winter  feeding  ground. 

Charles   S"iieldon  Antelope     Refuge,    Kcv.      In  addition   to   antelope, 
this   refuge   supports   numerous  mule   deer. 

Charles    Sheldon  Antelope   Range,    Kev.      Although  chiefly  an  antelope 
range,    considera'ble   ffan"bers   of  mule    deer  also   ara  fo-ond  hero. 

Hart  Mountain  Antelope   Refuge,    Oreg.      Maintained  primarily  for 
antelope,    this   refuge    is   iriha"bited  also   "by  mule   deer. 

Desert  Game   P^nge,    Eev.      The  principal   species  here   is  Kelson's, 
or  desert,    "bighorn. 

Fort  Peck   Game  Rar^e,    Mont,      TJhite- tailed  and  mule   deer  occur  on 
this  area;    also   some   antelope. 

Ifunivak    Island,    Alaska.      A  refuge   for  rnusk  oxen,    cari'bou,    and 
reindeer,    and  for  foxes   and   other  fur-"bearing   animals. 

The   sage  grouse,    or   sage  hen,    a  species   that  has  "been  fa.st   disappear- 
ing,   occurs   on   the   EE^  Refuge,    TJyo.  ,    and  the   Charles   Sheldon  Antelope  Refuge 
and  the   Charles  Sheldon  Antelope  Range,    Nov.,    as  well   as    on  the  Hart  Mountain 
Antelope   Refuge,    Oreg.      The  protection  afforded  these  "birds,    it   is  helieved, 
will   result  in  their  increase   and  restoration  on  these   respective   areas. 

TTildlife  and  Federal  property  on  these  "big-game   ranges   and  preserves 
are  protected  "by  Federal  laws   and  regulations   thereunder.      Copies   of   those 
laws  and  reg-ulations  may  bo   o"btainod  from   the  Bureau  of  Biological   Survey, 
Washington,   D.C. 
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